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Wildfire Lawsuits

Suits filed in Butte County & San Francisco

BUTTE COUNTY, CALIF. — Matthews & Associates

lawyers have filed several lawsuits against PG&E in Butte
County Superior Court and in San Francisco, headquarters
of PG&E. Some of our plaintiffs suffered severe burns, lost
homes, and suffered smoke inhalation injuries in the Camp
Fire which began Nov. 8, 2018 in Paradise. The lawsuits
charge California PG&E with inverse condemnation, negligence, premises liability, trespass, public nuisance, private
nuisance, and several other causes of action.

Many of our clients have also suffered business interruptions, and we also represent families who have lost loved
ones as a result of the fire.

Camp Fire Lawsuit Petitions Read:
“The Camp Fire devastated the towns of Paradise, Magalia, Pulga, Mineral Slide, Irish Towh, Centerville, Parkhill,
and Concow, and terrorized several neighboring towns
including Oroville, Gridley and Chico. To date, the Camp
Fire has killed 85 people, making it the deadliest fire in
California history. (The fire) burned 117,000 acres and
destroyed 18,000 structures, more than the next seven
worst fires combined. Thousands have been displaced. . .

PG&E knew or should have known that a breach of [its]
standards and duties constituted negligence and would
expose members of the general public to risk of death, injury, and damage to their property.”

PG&E puts Profits before Safety
The lawsuits also allege: “PG&E’s corporate culture is the
root cause of the Camp Fire. (Rather) than spend the
money it obtains from customers for infrastructure maintenance and safety, PG&E funnels this funding to boost its
own corporate profits and compensation.”

The lawsuits accuse PG&E of poor maintenance, and worse:
“PG&E has implemented multiple programs that provide
monetary incentives to its employees, agents and/or contractors to not protect public safety. Prior to the Butte
Fire, PG&E chose to provide a monetary incentive to its
contractors to cut fewer trees, even though PG&E was required to have an inspection program in place that removed dangerous trees and reduced the risk of wildfires.”
Matthews & Associates represents people who suffered

smoke inhalation or burns; lost homes and business(es);
and family members of those who died from the fire.
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New Litigation

Clergy Abuse Lawsuit filed in Philly

PHILADELPHIA – Matthews & Associates and Feldman & Pinto filed a
lawsuit against the Roman Catholic
Archdiocese of Philadelphia on February 5, 2019 over the suicide of a man
allegedly abused by a priest in the
church. The two law firms represent the surviving father of a
man in the Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas.

The plaintiff committed suicide on Feb. 10, 2017 after indicating on Facebook that he had been sexually abused as an altar
boy by his parish priest, Father James J. Brzyski. The petition alleges the deceased man was abused by James J. Bryzski
(“Fr. Brzyski”), known as one of the Archdiocese’s most brutal
abusers. In a seven-year stint at two Philadelphia parishes, Fr.
Brzyski sexually abused a hundred young victims. The abuse
consisted of fondling, oral sex, and anal rape.

Diabetes Drug Gangrene
& Lower Limb Amputations

Invokana and other SGLT-2 diabetes medications can cause gangrene of the genitals.
These dangerous drugs can also increase the
risk of genital and lower limb amputations.

FDA released warning August 29, 2018:
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) is warning that cases of (a) serious infection of the genitals and area around the genitals have been
reported with the class of type 2 diabetes medicines called
sodium-glucose cotransporter-2 (SGLT2) inhibitors. This serious infection, called necrotizing fasciitis of the perineum, is
also referred to as Fournier’s gangrene. We are requiring a
new warning about this risk to be added to the prescribing
information of all SGLT2 inhibitors and to the patient Medication Guide.

Invokana, Invokamet, Farxiga, Jardiance

Medications include Invokana, Invokamet, Farxiga, Jardiance.
They are all classified as SGLT-2 Inhibitor medicines known as
“next generation” diabetes drugs.

How do these Infections Occur?

Type 2 diabetes occurs when the body can’t remove sugar from
the bloodstream. In a diabetic, the cells fail to respond to insulin, the hormone that helps move sugar into the cells. SGLT2
inhibitors can help lower blood sugar by causing the kidneys to
remove sugar from the body through urine.
(see page 2)

Shingles Vaccine Lawsuit

The Merck shingles vaccine Zostovax can cause
shingles. Other “side effects” can include necrotizing retinitis (an eye
disorder),
seizures, and
even death. Shingles, as
well as chickenpox, can result in serious damage to the nervous system, including conditions like meningitis,
encephalitis, acute disseminated encephalomyelitis (ADEM) and stroke.
Some people who develop shingles suffer
other serious side effects, such as GuillainBarre syndrome, congestive heart failure,
or varicella pneumonia.

Zostavax’ 1.7% Effectiveness

Health Sciences Institute (HSI) authors
published a January 2016 article which reported, in part, “UCLA researchers found
that only one in 175 people who get the
vaccine will be able to dodge a shingles
flare-up.” Merck, meanwhile, claims
Zostavax is 50% effective. The company
lists just two clinical studies which it did
before launching its shingles “vaccine.”

Probate Law

by Geoff Sansom

Probate is the process of

determining who is entitled to a deceased’s property.
Probate also
transfers legal title of
property from the deceased’s estate to proper
beneficiaries. The term probate refers
to proving the existence of a valid Will
or finding and proving who one's legal
heirs are if there is no Will.

Despite common rumors, probate is
neither fearful nor expensive. For
clients bringing a lawsuit based on the
death of a loved one, probate is often required before the suit can proceed, or it
is required in order to reach a settlement. I’m pleased to help people make
the whole process manageable.

Geoffrey Sansom has been honored with
the top rating in Martindale-Hubbell by
both his peers and the judiciary. He handles
probate law, guardianship, and estate planning across the country. sansomlaw.com
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J&J can’t overturn $4.7 Billion Talcum Verdict
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI — In December 2018 a Missouri trial
judge refused to set aside a verdict awarding $4.69 billion to 22
women who blamed their ovarian cancer on asbestos in Johnson
& Johnson’s Baby Powder and other talc products.

J&J faces thousands of lawsuits* over the safety of talc in its Baby
Powder. J&J has continued to say that its talc is safe and has never
contained asbestos or any carcinogens.

The trial apparently turned on unsealed internal company documents that the plaintiffs alleged detail J&J’s knowledge of asbestos
contamination in the company’s talcum powder since at least the 1970s.

Judge Rex Burlison denied J&J’s request to toss the verdict, saying the jury’s decision and the large award of punitive damages was justified.

The judge said: “Substantial evidence was adduced at trial of particularly reprehensible conduct on the part of defendants, including that defendants knew of the
presence of asbestos in products that they knowingly targeted for sale to mothers
and babies, knew of the damage their products caused, and misrepresented the
safety of these products for decades.”

On Dec. 14, Reuters published a special report that J&J knew for decades that cancer-causing asbestos could be found in the product.

*Matthews & Associates is handling talcum powder ovarian cancer cases.

Diabetes Drug Gangrene & Amputations

(from page 1)

While this process can stabilize blood sugar levels, it can also lead to infections, because anywhere there is higher blood sugar, there’s an increased risk of bacterial
infection. Bacteria is all over us, and a sugary environment creates a breeding
ground for bacteria. An SGLT-2 inhibitor tricks the kidney into dumping sugar in
the urine; and in so doing, it can upset the body’s electrolyte balance, which can
hinder calcium and Vitamin D activation and trigger immune system problems,
among other issues.
Simpy put, eliminating more sugar through the urine, or releasing sugar too
quickly, creates a more inviting environment for genital infections.

Bacteria can become a problem when there is an entry point to infect, such as a
small cut from shaving or a skin ulcer near the genitals. When that happens, the
infections can become serious and require many surgeries to remove all of the infected tissues, which is what happened to the 12 people in the FDA report which
led to the newly required warnings.

The FDA warning includes instructions for any patients taking these drugs to seek
immediate medical attention if they experience any signs of swelling, itching or irritation in the genital area, or if they experience a fever above 100.4 degrees
Fahrenheit (38 degrees Celsius). The bacteria that can cause necrotizing fasciitis
can spread quickly, so it’s vital to seek immediate treatment at any sign of infection and a general feeling of ill being.

*Our law firm is handling Diabetes Drug Gangrene & Amputation cases.

Corporation Watch

Monsanto loses $289 Million Verdict
SAN FRANCISCO — Monsanto was hit by a $289 million
verdict (later reduced to $78 million) in the first Roundup
trial in August 2018. A jury deliberated for nearly three days
before awarding a former California groundskeeper damages.

Plaintiff Dewayne Johnson sued Monsanto claiming it knew
of lymphoma health risks linked with its Roundup and
Ranger Pro products since the 1990s. Monsanto downplayed
the risks, the petition charged, and also failed to put a warning label on its cancer-causing products. So Mr. Johnson
thought it was safe to use these products while working as a
groundskeeper for a San Francisco Bay Area school district.

Mr. Johnson was drenched in the pesticides in a spray machine malfunction, despite
wearing an optional Tyvek bodysuit. Later he found nodules on the back of his arms,
legs, chest, face, hands. He was eventually diagnosed with non-Hodgkin lymphoma.
Three different experts testified that Roundup causes non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma, or
that Monsanto misrepresented the safety of products used by Mr. Johnson.

Monsanto’s experts testified that hundreds of studies show glyphosate is safe. They
also attacked the World Health Organization, as Monsanto and its press and political
proxies have since the WHO declared glyphosate a probable carcinogen in 2015. Monsanto lawyers and experts also argued that the EPA declared glyphosate safe.
The jury also heard testimony of how the WHO considered only independent studies
not funded by Monsanto, and they heard how a former EPA official worked secretly
at the behest of Monsanto to help kill a study over glyphosate toxicity.

3M Ear Plug Lawsuits

A defective earplug lawsuit says the 3M company knowingly sold the U.S. Government defective earplugs used by soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan from 2003 to 2015. Many
thousands of soldiers who deployed to those areas are thought
to have suffered tinnitus and hearing loss as a result of those
defective earplugs.

A whistleblower lawsuit filed in May 2016 called the case “protracted fraud perpetrated on the military by 3M, whose dualended Combat Arms earplugs – which were standard issue in
certain branches of the military during foreign conflicts between 2003 and 2015 –
have likely caused thousands of soldiers to suffer significant hearing loss and tinnitus
in addition to exposing millions to the risk caused by 3M’s defective earplugs.”

Combat Arms Ear Plugs

Starting in 2004, all soldiers deployed to Iraq and Afghanistan were issued Combat
Arms ear plugs. They were an unusual earplug design because they featured two symmetrical sides, one side colored yellow and the other olive green. They were designed
to be worn with the olive end in to block sound like traditional earplugs. By contrast,
when worn with the yellow end inside the ear canal, the earplugs were supposed to
block, or at least significantly reduce, loud impulse sounds of battlefield explosions,
while still allowing the wearer to hear quieter noises such as commands spoken by
fellow soldiers and approaching enemy combatants.

IVC Filter Verdict

Cook Medical must pay $1.34 million to
compensate a man who was implanted
with a Cook Celect IVC filter. Following
a three-week trial in Spring 2018, a jury of
12 ruled Cook must pay for injuries following a filter’s implantation in Jeffrey
Pavlock on March 3, 2015. A 35-year-old
Houston-area firefighter, Mr. Pavlock
sued Cook after its Celect inferior vena
cava filter became stuck inside him and
required open laparotomy surgery to remove.

Cook promoted its Celect IVC filter as retrievable, but the filter put into Mr.
Pavlock’s inferior vena cava tilted, perforated his IVC, duodenum and aorta, and
was pressing against his spine and renal
artery. That situation made it impossible
to remove without major surgery. Two
previous removal procedures had failed.

Much conjecture from both sides argued
about how much the results of the removal
surgery affected Mr. Pavlock now and
could affect him in the future. For the
present, despite a long scar hidden beneath the button-down shirts he wore during the trial, the appearance of the burly
firefighter and EMT appeared unremarkable. He moved freely throughout the
proceedings, without any apparent pain or
visible injury, in full view of the jury just
a few feet away.

Independent vs. Industry Studies

Attorney David Matthews argued for Mr.
Pavlock in opening and closing that Cook
knew its Celect IVC filter had perforation
problems before it was cleared by the
FDA, yet pushed it to the market anyway.
He showed the jury several independent
studies which found Celect had a perforation rate of greater than 79 percent, while
the Cook-sponsored study the company
presented to the FDA prior to Celect’s
510(k) clearance in 2008 showed a zero
percent perforation rate.

Cook argued Celect had generated few reports of adverse events; Mr. Matthews
reminded the jury that as few as one percent of adverse events are reported by
doctors to a medical device company.
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FDA Warns Genetech and its President

The FDA warned Genetech, Inc. and its president Edwin N. Pinos on Dec. 20, 2018
for marketing stem cell therapies without FDA approval. The FDA warning letter
said the company – based in San Diego, Calif. – also committed “significant deviations from current good tissue practice (CGTP) and current good manufacturing
practice (CGMP) requirements, including some violations that may have led to microbial contamination, potentially causing serious blood infections in patients.”

The FDA letter said “Genetech processed umbilical cord blood into unapproved
human cellular products” distributed by Liveyon, LLC. The FDA and the CDC have
both received “numerous reports of safety issues including those involving microbial
contamination,” according to the FDA’s Dec. 20 warning letter.

FDA: Report Adverse Events

The FDA warning letter also said health care professionals and consumers should report any adverse events related to treatments with the Liveyon products, Genetech
products, or other stem cell treatments.
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pected of contamination. The agency reported that at least
12 people have suffered bacterial infections from contaminated stem cell therapy. FDA said it was aware of 12 patients who had received Genetech products from Liveyon
and subsequently became ill due to blood and other infections caused by bacteria, including Escherichia coli (E. coli).

Matthews Legal News gives clients and
other friends across the U.S. up-to-date information about our firm’s litigation. It also offers some late-breaking national news.
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DECEMBER 2018 – The FDA recalled stem cells sus-
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E.Coli Stem Cell Recall for Contamination

